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A brief history 
of Buffalo’s
storied 
Law School 
For a century and a quarter, 
aspiring attorneys have learned 
their craft  with academic rigor and 
an eye toward the practical skills of
lawyering.  Here, a look  back at the 
proud story of how it came to be.
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1887
Local judges and attorneys
decided to establish the 
Buffalo Law School. The 
Niagara University Board of
Trustees met in March and
drew up articles pertaining
to the relationship between
the Law School and the
board.
Oct 3, 1887
• The first class of 15 men
met in the Ellicott Street
home of the Niagara Med-
ical School.  Charles Daniels,
a state Supreme Court
justice, was the first dean. 
He spoke on “How to Study
Law.”  Original classes 
included Constitutional
Law, Equity Jurisprudence,
Torts, Legal Ethics, Civil
Practice, Property, 
Admiralty, Corporations,
Evidence, Contracts, 
Criminal Law, Codes, 
Marriage and Divorce, 
Domestic Relations, 
Transmission of Estates,
Agency and Partnership,
Special Proceedings, 
Manufacturing Corpora-
tions and Estate Law.
• Buffalo was understood to
be a “practical school,”
combining academic and
law office experience. The
two-year program led to a
bachelor of laws degree. 
• The first class included
Louis L. Ullman, who was
blind – the first disabled
graduate of the Law School. 
1888
The Law School moved to a
room in the Buffalo Library
Building on Clinton Street
and paid $100 rent for the
academic year.
1889
The first Commencement
was held on May 29 in the
lecture room of the Buffalo
Library. The main speaker
was Justice Albert Haight of
the state Court of Appeals.
1891
• The Law School became
part of the University of 
Buffalo. 
• The Daniels Inn of Phi
Delta Phi, an international
legal fraternity, was orga-
nized. (It lost its charter in
1947 after failing to reorga-
nize after World War II.) 
• The Law School moved to
the upper floor of the
Stafford Building at 158
Pearl St., where it remained
until 1896. 
1896
• The Law School moved to
the ninth floor of the Ellicott
Square building, which had
just opened, and remained
there until 1913. 
• The State Board of Bar 
Examiners showed that the
Law School had the highest
percentage of graduates
passing the bar exam of any
law school in the state. Out
of 50 candidates, 47 passed
on their first attempt, two on
their second.
1897
Dean Daniels passed away.
Adelbert Moot was elected
dean in the interim.   
1899
The Law School graduated
its first two women:  Helen
Z.M. Rodgers, who became
the first woman to ague an
appeal before the state Court
of Appeals, and Cecil B.
Wiener, who became the
first judge of Erie County
Children’s Court (a prede-
cessor to Family Court).
1901
Students voted to adopt an
honor system during 
examinations.
1902
The faculty hired 
Christopher G. Tiedeman 
as the third dean.
1903
Tiedeman died unexpected-
ly. Moot served as acting
dean for the 1903-04 
academic year. 
1904
Carlos C. Alden became
dean. He was the longest-
serving dean, serving in the
post for 32 years and teach-
ing for more than 50 years. 
1906
• The University Council 
approved a Master of Laws
(LL.M.) degree. 
• The course of study was 
extended to three years, and
an admissions requirement
of two years of college study
was put in place.
1907
Many original professors 
began to retire. New 
volunteers included 
John Lord O’Brian and 
Charles B. Sears.
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The view from the top: The deans through the years
1913
The Law School moved into the
third and fourth floors of the 
Third National Bank building, 
275 Main St. (photo below).
1917
The Law School 
purchased 77 W. Eagle St.
(photo, right) and 
remained there for over 
50 years.  The purchase
price of the building was
$45,000.  Adelbert Moot
and five others used their
credit to make the 
purchase. 
1918
Carlos Alden helped found the
Legal Aid Bureau and served as
its president until 1950. 
1922
A freshman class of 167 was 
admitted – the largest class in
the school’s history at that time.
1926
William King Laidlaw joined
the faculty. He taught com-
mercial law courses until 1961.
1929
57 percent of attorneys prac-
ticing in Buffalo had received a
degree from the Law School.
1930
The Great Depression began.
1936
Alden stepped down as dean,
but continued to teach 
until 1954.   
1936
Francis M. Shea became the fifth
dean. He hired several Harvard
graduates, including Louis L.
Jaffe, Mark DeWolfe Howe and
David Riesman Jr., giving the
Law School the nickname of
“Little Harvard.” There were
now six full-time faculty 
members; an intensified moot
court program; and an 
emphasis on the casebook
method of teaching.
1937
The Law School received 
American Bar Association 
accreditation. 
1939
• World War II began.
• Dean Shea took a leave of 
absence to serve as assistant U.S.
attorney general in Washington.
Professor Mark DeWolfe Howe
became dean.
1940s 
Two noted Austrian lawyers
found refuge in Buffalo from
Nazism and taught at the Law
School: Arthur Lenhoff, once a
member of the High Constitu-
tional Court of Austria (he
taught at UB from 1945 to
1957), and Adolf Homburger,
who taught civil procedure from
1949 to 1977.
1945
World War II ended.
1946
• Professor Philip Halpern 
became dean. He received his
LL.B. from the Buffalo Law
School in 1923. Halpern intro-
duced an accelerated program –
classes were continuous through
the year, and an LL.B. could be
obtained in 24 months, to offset
potential military commission
and leaves.  
• The GI Bill affected Law School
enrollment. Of more than 200
applications for admission, 
160 came from veterans.
1947
Halpern was elected to the state
Supreme Court and resigned 
as dean. 
1948
• Professor Louis
L. Jaffe became
the eighth dean,
after serving as
assistant dean.  
• The Law School
began requiring
all applicants to
take the Law
School Admis-
sion Test.
1949
• The old struc-
ture at 77 W. 
Eagle was leveled,
and a larger
building was
constructed at a
cost of $704,382. 
• The school
newspaper, 
The Opinion,
published its 
first issue.
1950
• Jaffe resigned and the school
was administered by Claude E.
Puffer and Professor Jacob D.
Hyman.  
• George Niebank Jr. ’50 was 
appointed as law clerk to U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Robert
H. Jackson. Niebank was the
first student in the Law School
to receive such an appointment.  
• The Buffalo Law Review
was established by five students
who worked under guidance of 
Professor Charles W. Webster.
Those students included David
Buch, Philip A. Erickson, Robert
B. Fleming, Henry Rose and
Burton B. Sarles, all members of
the Class of 1951.
Early 1950s
• The first legal clinic was estab-
lished by Professor Charles W.
Webster. The student-run 
Indigent Prisoner Defense  
Organization aided defendants
charged with a misdemeanor.
1951
George Neff Stevens was
appointed as the ninth
dean.  Stephens stepped
down in 1952 after being
offered the deanship of
the University of Wash-
ington School of Law.
1951–52  
The Student Bar Associa-
tion was established, with
M. James Tizzano ’53 as its first
president.
1953
• Professor Jacob D. Hyman 
became the 10th dean. He stayed
at the Law School for 42 years.
• Professor David R. Kochery
was added to the faculty. 
• Carlos C. Alden retired at age
88 after 50 years of teaching, in-
cluding 34 years as dean. He was
named professor emeritus, the
first member of the faculty
to receive this distinc-
tion.  The Carlos C.
Alden Fund was
established with
alumni dona-
tions to provide
financial assis-
tance to students of
character and ability.
1957
Professors Joseph Laufer and
Robert B. Fleming ’51 were
added to the faculty.
1958
• Professor Wade J. Newhouse Jr.
was added to the faculty.
• The Barristers’ Ball
was reinstated after its
suspension during
World War II. It was
held at the Statler
Hilton, and the cost
was $6 per couple.
1960
Hyman set up the Annual 
Participating Fund for Legal 
Education, which asked for 
donations from alumni.
1961
• Professor Louis A. Del Cotto
’51 joined the faculty.
• The Law School was nearly
burned down when the adjacent
Hutchinson Building went up in
flames.  The basement was 
flooded and more than
1,000 law volumes
were ruined. 
• Hyman re-
energized the
Law Alumni
Association,
and new direc-
tors and bylaws
were enacted. 
1962
• Merger with the State 
University of New York was 
announced on Sept. 2.
1963
• Professor Herman Schwartz
joined the faculty.
• The first annual dinner of the
alumni association occurred.
Awards were presented to 
distinguished  alumni in the
fields of the judiciary (the Hon.
Charles S. Desmond ’20), public
service (John Lord O’Brian ’98)
and private practice (Harry J.
Kelley ’20). 
1964
• William D. Hawkland was 
appointed dean. 
• Professors Kenneth F.
Joyce and James B.
Atleson joined the
faculty.  
• The Law School
temporarily
moved to the
Prudential Build-
ing.
• SBA President Dale
M. Volker ’66 and the
SBA petitioned
Dean Hawkland
and the alumni
president,
Lawrence J.
Schork ’34, to
grant the J.D. 
degree at UB, the
first professional 
degree in law. 
• Following Miranda v. Arizona,
Professor Herman Schwartz set
up a criminal justice training
program to update local law en-
forcement groups on new court
decisions. 
• Alumnus Edwin F. Jaeckle ’15
and businessman Peter Abrams
presented the Law School with
the largest gift in its history,
more than $200,000 to fund
various activities. 
1965
Milton Kaplan joined the 
faculty.
1967
Dean Hawkland became the
first provost of the Faculty of
Law and Jurisprudence,
under President
Meyerson’s cur-
riculum plan
and changes. 
Mid-1960s  
The Trial 
Technique course
created by Adjunct
Professor Maurice
Frey ’28 became a
prevalent part of
the Law School
curriculum. 
1968
Robert I. Reis
joined the faculty.
1969
• A new grading system was
adopted  –H for honors, Q for
qualified and U for unsatisfac-
tory. Required courses were 
reduced from 25 to seven, and
elective courses were expanded
from nine to 27. 
• Increased minority enrollment
helped form a Buffalo chapter of
the Black American Law 
Students Association and the
Puerto Rican Law Students 
Association.  A UB chapter of Phi
Alpha Delta, the world’s largest le-
gal fraternity, was organized  and
named in honor of the school’s
fourth dean, Carlos C. Alden.
• Barbara M. Sims ’55 was
named a lecturer. She was 
the first black member of the
faculty. 
1970
• Construction began on the
new Amherst campus, provid-
ing the Law School with its own
separate building and library.
• Professor Wade J. Newhouse
organized the Education Law
Clinic.
1971
• Richard D. Schwartz, a sociolo-
gist and not a lawyer, was named
the 12th dean of the Law School,
reflecting the school’s interdisci-
plinary character.  Schwartz 
encouraged interdisciplinary
courses and joint degree 
programs with the School of
Management and the School of
Social Services.
• A dramatic increase in female
enrollment began. Marjorie L.
Girth joined the faculty as an 
associate professor and became
the Law School’s first tenured 
female professor. 
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The Barristers’ Ball was reinstated in 1958
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• On Sept. 9, inmates riot at 
Attica state prison. 
1972
A judicial clerkship program
was inaugurated. 
1973
• A clinic designed to solve
women’s legal problems was 
offered in the spring. 
• By the fall term, a new 
building was ready for 
occupancy and was named for
John Lord O’Brian. The moot
courtroom was dedicated in
honor of Dean Alden and the 
library was named in honor of
Hon. Charles B. Sears.  
• New faculty hires included
Professors John Henry Schlegel,
Janet S. Harring (Lindgren), L.
Thorne McCarty and Barry B.
Boyer. 
1974
• The first Albert R. Mugel Moot
Court Tax Competition was
held. It was organized by 
Professor Kenneth Joyce and 
included seven law schools.  
• The U.S. Department of the
Interior designated SUNY and
Cornell University as Sea Grant
colleges. Buffalo Law School was
designated the law center for the
Sea Grant program under the
direction of Professor Robert
Reis. 
• The Buffalo chapter of the 
National Lawyers Guild was
formed.
1975
• Enrollment
reached 800, the
maximum for
the new building. 
• Two experi-
mental clinical
programs were
initiated: the
Simulated Law
Firm and the
Civil Law Clinic.
• Lee Albert
joined the 
faculty. 
1976
• The first alumni
convocation and Edwin F. Jaeck-
le Award presentation took
place on May 21 under the
chairmanship of James B. Den-
man ’65.  Edwin F. Jaeckle ’15
was the first recipient. 
• Dean Schwartz stepped down
to pursue teaching and research.
Thomas E. Headrick was named
the 13th dean. 
1977
• Several faculty additions 
included Philip Halpern, Alfred
S. Konefsky, 
Virginia A. Leary, 
R. Nils Olsen Jr.
and George L.
Priest.  Minority
faculty were hired
including Charles
E. Carr and Judith
Scales-Trent.
• Headrick
referred to the
Law School’s 
progressive curriculum as the
Buffalo Model. 
1978
• The first annual Law Revue 
was performed at Talbert Hall,
featuring revues, skits, solos and
a chorus.  
• Former Professor Adolf 
Homburger, who wrote the 
New York long-arm jurisdiction
statute and the first workable
class-action statute, died unex-
pectedly.
• Robert Berger joined the 
faculty.
1980
• The first annual Spring Run, a
2.3-mile course on the Amherst
campus, was held.  
• Associate Dean William R.
Greiner took a position as the
University’s associate vice 
president for academic affairs. 
• Elizabeth B. Mensch and 
Barbara Blumenthal joined the
faculty. 
• The  Jaeckle Center for State
and Local Government Law was
established with a gift from 
Edwin F. Jaeckle ’15 and wife
Erma H. Jaeckle ’36. 
• The not-for-profit Buffalo
Public Interest Law Program
was incorporated. 
1981
• The Dean’s Club was 
established for those who 
contributed more than $500 to
the Law School annually.
• Faculty additions included
Guyora Binder, David M. Engel,
Charles P. Ewing, Alan D. Free-
man, George Kannar, Isabel
Marcus, Errol E. Meidinger,
Frank W. Munger and Robert J.
Steinfeld.
• The Entertainment Law 
Society was formed. 
1983
Dianne Avery joined the Law
School faculty.
1985
• The M. Robert Koren Center
for Clinical Legal Education was
dedicated. 
• Associate Dean Schlegel 
became acting dean when
Headrick stepped down. 
• Under Professor and Clinical
Legal Education Director Nils
Olsen’s direction, changes were
made so that clinicians could be
awarded tenure, have contract
renewal possibilities and rights
to vote. 
• The Magavern family donated
$100,000 to the Law School to
support faculty teaching and 
research projects.
1986
• SBA voted to support the 
revival of the Advocate, the Law
School yearbook.
• Professor Wade Newhouse 
became dean.
• Virginia A. Seitz, a 1985 
alumna, became the first 
female graduate to clerk for a
U.S. Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice William Brennan.
1987
• David B. Filvaroff was 
appointed as 15th dean.
• Lucinda Finley joined the 
faculty.
• On Sept. 11 and 12, the Law
School celebrated its 100th 
anniversary. 
1989
Stephanie L. Phillips joined the
faculty.
1990
• A Capital District Alumni
Chapter was established in 
Albany, N.Y.
• The Domestic Violence Task
Force was formed.
• Anthony H. Szczygiel joined
the faculty.
1991
The Law Alumni Association
formed the GOLD Group
(Graduates of the Last Decade).
1992
• A new journal, Circles (now the
Buffalo Journal of Gender, Law &
Social Policy) was developed.
• Barry B. Boyer was appointed
the 16th dean.
1994
Professor Lucinda Finley 
revamped the Legal Research
and Writing program.
1995
• Dennis C. Vacco ’78 became
New York State attorney general.
• “Bridge courses” were intro-
duced; lawyers and judges began
to teach practical courses during
January. 
• Susan V. Mangold, Martha T.
McCluskey, Teresa A. Miller,
Makau W. Mutua and James A.
Wooten joined the faculty.
1996
• The Dean’s Advisory Council
was established.
1998
• R. Nils Olsen Jr. became the
17th dean of the Law School.
• The first-floor student lounge
was renovated.
• David A. Westbrook joined the
faculty.
2000
• The Law School launched its
first capital campaign.
2001
• Housing for law students was
built at Flint Village.
• The first issue of the Buffalo 
Intellectual Property Law Journal
was published.
• Athena D. Mutua joined the
faculty.
2002
• New professors included 
Rebecca French, James A. 
Gardner and Lynn Mather.
• The new courtroom was
named in honor of Francis M.
Letro ’79 in recognition of his 
$1 million gift to the Law
School.  Federal Magistrate
Judge Hugh B. Scott and state
Supreme Court Justice Ralph
Boniello presided over jury trials
in the Letro Courtroom.  
• The L.L.M program was devel-
oped. 
• Professor Charles Patrick 
Ewing was named a SUNY 
Distinguished Service
Professor.
• U.S. Supreme
Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia
spoke to alumni.
2004 
• Elizabeth B.
Mensch ’79 and 
Professor David M.
Engel were named
SUNY Distin-
guished Professors.
• The William R. Greiner 
Scholarship Fund was 
established.
• James G. Milles joined the 
faculty.
2005 
• Two new dual-degree 
programs were introduced: 
Law and Urban Planning, and
Law and Pharmacy. 
• Lucinda M. Finley was 
appointed as UB’s vice provost
for faculty affairs. 
2006 
• The Dalai Lama spoke at the
first Law School Conference on
Law and Buddhism.
• Eugene F. Pigott ’73 was ap-
pointed to New York’s Court of
Appeals. 
• An extensive project was 
undertaken to renovate the 
conference facilities on the fifth
floor of O’Brian Hall.
• The New York City Program in
Law and Finance was initiated.
• Mark Bartholomew joined the
faculty.
• The Immigration Law Clinic
and the Environment and 
Development Clinic were added
to the curriculum.
2008
• Makua W. Mutua was  named
the 18th dean of the Law School.
• Professor Engel created a
bridge course taking law 
students to Thailand.
2009 
• Professor Isabel Marcus
accompanied law stu-
dents to Bosnia, Serbia
and Kosovo to study the
rule of law.
• The Cellino and Barnes 
Conference Center was
named in recognition of
the two alumni’s $1 
million gift to the Law
School. 
• The Virginia Leary Human
Rights Fellowship was estab-
lished in her honor.
2010
• Kim Diana Connolly was hired
to direct the Clinical Legal 
Education Program. 
• The Bridget and Thomas Black
Professorship was established
with a $1 million gift from 
Bridget and Thomas E. Black Jr.
’79; he is chair of the Dean’s 
Advisory Council.
• The Margaret W. Wong
Immigration Profes-
sorship and the 
Margaret W. Wong
Scholarship were 
established with a
$1.5 million gift from
Margaret W. Wong ’76.
2011  
• Guyora Binder and
James A. Gardner were
named SUNY Distin-
guished Professors.
• The Louis A. Del Cotto Profes-
sorship in Tax and Finance was
established with a $500,000 gift
from Brian Baird ’83 and other
former students.
2012
• The Law School  hosted a panel
of legal education experts to
help chart a course for the 
future.
Left to right: M. Robert Koren ’44, President
Steven B. Sample, Dr. Robert Baker and 
Dean Thomas E. Headrick at dedication of 
the M. Robert Koren Clinical Legal 
Education Center in 1984
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• On Sept. 9, inmates riot at 
Attica state prison. 
1972
A judicial clerkship program
was inaugurated. 
1973
• A clinic designed to solve
women’s legal problems was 
offered in the spring. 
• By the fall term, a new 
building was ready for 
occupancy and was named for
John Lord O’Brian. The moot
courtroom was dedicated in
honor of Dean Alden and the 
library was named in honor of
Hon. Charles B. Sears.  
• New faculty hires included
Professors John Henry Schlegel,
Janet S. Harring (Lindgren), L.
Thorne McCarty and Barry B.
Boyer. 
1974
• The first Albert R. Mugel Moot
Court Tax Competition was
held. It was organized by 
Professor Kenneth Joyce and 
included seven law schools.  
• The U.S. Department of the
Interior designated SUNY and
Cornell University as Sea Grant
colleges. Buffalo Law School was
designated the law center for the
Sea Grant program under the
direction of Professor Robert
Reis. 
• The Buffalo chapter of the 
National Lawyers Guild was
formed.
1975
• Enrollment
reached 800, the
maximum for
the new building. 
• Two experi-
mental clinical
programs were
initiated: the
Simulated Law
Firm and the
Civil Law Clinic.
• Lee Albert
joined the 
faculty. 
1976
• The first alumni
convocation and Edwin F. Jaeck-
le Award presentation took
place on May 21 under the
chairmanship of James B. Den-
man ’65.  Edwin F. Jaeckle ’15
was the first recipient. 
• Dean Schwartz stepped down
to pursue teaching and research.
Thomas E. Headrick was named
the 13th dean. 
1977
• Several faculty additions 
included Philip Halpern, Alfred
S. Konefsky, 
Virginia A. Leary, 
R. Nils Olsen Jr.
and George L.
Priest.  Minority
faculty were hired
including Charles
E. Carr and Judith
Scales-Trent.
• Headrick
referred to the
Law School’s 
progressive curriculum as the
Buffalo Model. 
1978
• The first annual Law Revue 
was performed at Talbert Hall,
featuring revues, skits, solos and
a chorus.  
• Former Professor Adolf 
Homburger, who wrote the 
New York long-arm jurisdiction
statute and the first workable
class-action statute, died unex-
pectedly.
• Robert Berger joined the 
faculty.
1980
• The first annual Spring Run, a
2.3-mile course on the Amherst
campus, was held.  
• Associate Dean William R.
Greiner took a position as the
University’s associate vice 
president for academic affairs. 
• Elizabeth B. Mensch and 
Barbara Blumenthal joined the
faculty. 
• The  Jaeckle Center for State
and Local Government Law was
established with a gift from 
Edwin F. Jaeckle ’15 and wife
Erma H. Jaeckle ’36. 
• The not-for-profit Buffalo
Public Interest Law Program
was incorporated. 
1981
• The Dean’s Club was 
established for those who 
contributed more than $500 to
the Law School annually.
• Faculty additions included
Guyora Binder, David M. Engel,
Charles P. Ewing, Alan D. Free-
man, George Kannar, Isabel
Marcus, Errol E. Meidinger,
Frank W. Munger and Robert J.
Steinfeld.
• The Entertainment Law 
Society was formed. 
1983
Dianne Avery joined the Law
School faculty.
1985
• The M. Robert Koren Center
for Clinical Legal Education was
dedicated. 
• Associate Dean Schlegel 
became acting dean when
Headrick stepped down. 
• Under Professor and Clinical
Legal Education Director Nils
Olsen’s direction, changes were
made so that clinicians could be
awarded tenure, have contract
renewal possibilities and rights
to vote. 
• The Magavern family donated
$100,000 to the Law School to
support faculty teaching and 
research projects.
1986
• SBA voted to support the 
revival of the Advocate, the Law
School yearbook.
• Professor Wade Newhouse 
became dean.
• Virginia A. Seitz, a 1985 
alumna, became the first 
female graduate to clerk for a
U.S. Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice William Brennan.
1987
• David B. Filvaroff was 
appointed as 15th dean.
• Lucinda Finley joined the 
faculty.
• On Sept. 11 and 12, the Law
School celebrated its 100th 
anniversary. 
1989
Stephanie L. Phillips joined the
faculty.
1990
• A Capital District Alumni
Chapter was established in 
Albany, N.Y.
• The Domestic Violence Task
Force was formed.
• Anthony H. Szczygiel joined
the faculty.
1991
The Law Alumni Association
formed the GOLD Group
(Graduates of the Last Decade).
1992
• A new journal, Circles (now the
Buffalo Journal of Gender, Law &
Social Policy) was developed.
• Barry B. Boyer was appointed
the 16th dean.
1994
Professor Lucinda Finley 
revamped the Legal Research
and Writing program.
1995
• Dennis C. Vacco ’78 became
New York State attorney general.
• “Bridge courses” were intro-
duced; lawyers and judges began
to teach practical courses during
January. 
• Susan V. Mangold, Martha T.
McCluskey, Teresa A. Miller,
Makau W. Mutua and James A.
Wooten joined the faculty.
1996
• The Dean’s Advisory Council
was established.
1998
• R. Nils Olsen Jr. became the
17th dean of the Law School.
• The first-floor student lounge
was renovated.
• David A. Westbrook joined the
faculty.
2000
• The Law School launched its
first capital campaign.
2001
• Housing for law students was
built at Flint Village.
• The first issue of the Buffalo 
Intellectual Property Law Journal
was published.
• Athena D. Mutua joined the
faculty.
2002
• New professors included 
Rebecca French, James A. 
Gardner and Lynn Mather.
• The new courtroom was
named in honor of Francis M.
Letro ’79 in recognition of his 
$1 million gift to the Law
School.  Federal Magistrate
Judge Hugh B. Scott and state
Supreme Court Justice Ralph
Boniello presided over jury trials
in the Letro Courtroom.  
• The L.L.M program was devel-
oped. 
• Professor Charles Patrick 
Ewing was named a SUNY 
Distinguished Service
Professor.
• U.S. Supreme
Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia
spoke to alumni.
2004 
• Elizabeth B.
Mensch ’79 and 
Professor David M.
Engel were named
SUNY Distin-
guished Professors.
• The William R. Greiner 
Scholarship Fund was 
established.
• James G. Milles joined the 
faculty.
2005 
• Two new dual-degree 
programs were introduced: 
Law and Urban Planning, and
Law and Pharmacy. 
• Lucinda M. Finley was 
appointed as UB’s vice provost
for faculty affairs. 
2006 
• The Dalai Lama spoke at the
first Law School Conference on
Law and Buddhism.
• Eugene F. Pigott ’73 was ap-
pointed to New York’s Court of
Appeals. 
• An extensive project was 
undertaken to renovate the 
conference facilities on the fifth
floor of O’Brian Hall.
• The New York City Program in
Law and Finance was initiated.
• Mark Bartholomew joined the
faculty.
• The Immigration Law Clinic
and the Environment and 
Development Clinic were added
to the curriculum.
2008
• Makua W. Mutua was  named
the 18th dean of the Law School.
• Professor Engel created a
bridge course taking law 
students to Thailand.
2009 
• Professor Isabel Marcus
accompanied law stu-
dents to Bosnia, Serbia
and Kosovo to study the
rule of law.
• The Cellino and Barnes 
Conference Center was
named in recognition of
the two alumni’s $1 
million gift to the Law
School. 
• The Virginia Leary Human
Rights Fellowship was estab-
lished in her honor.
2010
• Kim Diana Connolly was hired
to direct the Clinical Legal 
Education Program. 
• The Bridget and Thomas Black
Professorship was established
with a $1 million gift from 
Bridget and Thomas E. Black Jr.
’79; he is chair of the Dean’s 
Advisory Council.
• The Margaret W. Wong
Immigration Profes-
sorship and the 
Margaret W. Wong
Scholarship were 
established with a
$1.5 million gift from
Margaret W. Wong ’76.
2011  
• Guyora Binder and
James A. Gardner were
named SUNY Distin-
guished Professors.
• The Louis A. Del Cotto Profes-
sorship in Tax and Finance was
established with a $500,000 gift
from Brian Baird ’83 and other
former students.
2012
• The Law School  hosted a panel
of legal education experts to
help chart a course for the 
future.
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